Environmental Science Student Safety Contract

Physical science is a classroom experience where you will be conducting many hands-on experiments.  You will be conducting laboratory experiments which may require the use of hazardous chemicals.  Safety in the laboratory is the top priority for students, teachers, and parents.  To ensure a safe laboratory experience a list of rules has been developed and provided for you to use.  The rules in this student safety contract must be followed at all times.

Two copies of the contract are provided.  One copy must be signed by both you and a parent or guardian and returned to the teacher before you can participate in a laboratory experiment.  The second copy is to be kept in your notebook so that you may review the rules before each experiment.

The following rules must be followed at all times.

1. Eye protection (safety glasses or goggles) must be worn in the laboratory at all times as directed.  It is recommended that contact lenses not be worn in the laboratory.

2. Shoes that protect the feet must be worn at all times.  Sandals, open-toed, open-top, and wheeled shoes are not permitted in the laboratory.

3. Long hair must always be tied back.  Long hair is a serious fire hazard.

4. Clothing must be worn to protect the skin.
5. Never eat, drink, or chew gum in the laboratory.  These activities are strictly prohibited.

6. Do not apply make-up or lip balm in the laboratory.

7. Consider all chemicals to be hazardous unless you are specifically instructed otherwise.  Read all chemical labels carefully.

8. Do not, under any circumstance, taste any chemicals.

9. Never smell or inhale any gases or vapors directly.  ONLY when you are instructed to report the odor of a chemical should you gently waft the vapors toward your nose and smell cautiously.

10. If a hazardous chemical comes in contact with your skin, wash immediately with large amounts of water.  In the result of a large chemical splash call for help and proceed immediately to the safety shower and wash the chemical from your body.  Contaminated clothing should be removed.

11. In the event of a chemical splash in the eye call for help and proceed immediately to the eyewash.  Thoroughly flush the eyes with running water for a minimum of 15 minutes.

12. Never rub your eyes in lab.  Wash your hands with soap and water often, especially after you complete the laboratory experiment.

13. Volatile chemicals that are poisonous, irritating to the skin, or that have unpleasant odors should always be used under the fume hood.

14. Never point a test tube or any other reaction vessel toward yourself or anyone else.  Chemicals undergoing reaction may spatter over a large area.

15. Do not use flammable chemicals near a flame or a hot plate.

16. Clean up all broken glass immediately and place it in the proper container for disposal.  Broken glass may not be placed in the regular trash can for disposal.

17. Chemical spills must be cleaned up immediately.  Look carefully before leaning on a lab bench.
18. Always pour CONCENTRATED acids into water, never pour water into acid.  Concentrated acids release enough heat to cause splattering.  Hot concentrated acids are extremely corrosive.
19. Carefully observe the safety precautions that are included in the experiment instructions.

20. Always be alert to the possibility of an accident by your neighbor.  You could be a victim of their mistakes.  Advise your neighbor of any unsafe practices you observe, and if necessary, inform your instructor immediately.

21. Always maintain an orderly, businesslike attitude, and a clean, orderly working space.  Horseplay will get you expelled from the lab.

22. Students are not permitted to work alone in the laboratory.  The instructor must always be present.

23. Unauthorized experiments and unauthorized modifications of experiments are strictly prohibited.

24. If you have any doubt about what to do in any set of circumstances, consult your instructor.

25. Always keep laboratory drawers and doors to laboratory desks closed except when you are placing something into or removing something from your drawer or desk.  Open doors and drawers may obstruct the aisle and could cause an accident.

26. Do not return excess chemicals to their original containers.

27. Dispose of chemicals as instructed by your teacher.  Chemicals must be properly disposed of.
28. Report broken equipment to your instructor immediately.

29. Chemicals are never to be taken from the laboratory.

30. At the beginning of each laboratory session, locate all safety equipment including the fire extinguisher, emergency shower, eye wash, and first aid kit.
I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THESE LABORATORY SAFETY RULES.  I WILL OBEY THESE RULES AND OTHER RULES AS INSTRUCTED BY THE TEACHER.

__________________________________________________

Print Student Name:
_______________________________________________
_
Date:________________

Student Signature
________________________________________________
Date:________________

Parent or Guardian Signature
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